a shorter history op england
jdaent had gathered, in order to meet the now excellent army
which the Scottish rebels had prepared, an army of its own-
it was worth very little, being but an untrained militia, loosely
organized under the landowners, many of whom were disaffected.
The troops committed excesses, especially against the churches,
where Laud had imposed uniformity of Liturgy—hateful to the
Puritan faction; there were many cases of mutiny of a more
general kind; the pressed men were reluctant to march, and
the number even slightly instructed in the use of arms was
insignificant. Straffbrd wisely advised the King that the army
was not competent to meet the Scots, who were now all ready
for invasion. The rendezvous for Charles's army was York;
the Scots still hesitated to invade, and Charles at Berwick con-
cluded a treaty named after that town, which was really no more
than a truce. The Scots pretended to disband their army, but
kept the cadres and had it all ready to reassemble at will, and
they hesitated to give up the royal castles. Meanwhile a letter
asking Richelieu for help was intercepted, and war became
inevitable, v***
War, of course, meant the necessity for very large sums of
money, and there could be no such further extraordinary sums
available save by a voluntary grant. Therefore what is known
in history as the Short Parliament was summoned, and met in
April 1640.
Charles had hoped that the national feeling of England
against Scotland would count more than the revolutionary
feeling, especially after this had been given eleven years in which
to die down and when many of the original opposition had
disappeared. But he was mistaken. The Parliament again be-
gan, under the leadership of Pym, to insist on the old claims;
Charles offered to give up Ship Money, his now established
right, as against a grant sufficient for the war, but the bargain
was refused, and Parliament was dissolved after sitting a Htde
less than three weeks (May 5, 1640).
Everything would now depend upon a sharp and immediate
victory against the Scots, but Charles's army was in no con-
dition for that, and at the first clash the Scotch showed against
the vanguard of the English such great military superiority that
the issue could not be doubtful were hostilities to be prolonged.
After thus brushing aside the inadequate military resistance of
Eagkifcd tke Scotch occupied Northumberland and Durham,
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